Top of Allegheny 


II v Nlnn Cohen 

i r a civil War campground and battlc- 
An outstanding example 10 (also called Allegheny 

field if well P«Xhenl »S Camp Baldwin), justoff Route 25& 
Summit. Cump Allegheny an L ( map ). This could very 

an "unaltered Civi? War battlefield in 

the United States. 

Over S ^7oth“mnSms°of 

«ncr s anTgmves are founS at Cheat Mountain, Elkwater and 
Bartow in the vicinity of Top of Allegheny. 

Cabin sites of the Confederate troops are still marked by rock 
piles left from their chimneys and contained in all about 1,200 men. 
Many bullets, metal pieces and personal implements have been found 
among these piles. 

The battlefield site straddles the old Parkersburg and Staunton 
Turnpike and was the encampment of several Confederate units dur¬ 
ing the winter of 1861-62. One battle was fought here on December 
13. 1861, resulting in a Federal defeat. The turnpike during this time 
was an important military road across the Allegheny Mountains from 
the Shenandoah Valley to the counties of western Virginia and gave 
direct access to the vital Baltimore and Ohio Railroad further north. 
At 4.250 feet in elevation, this was the highest Confederate winter 
campground during the war. 

On October 3, 1861, Federal forces under General Joseph J. 
Reynolds attacked the Confederates at Camp Bartow, some eight 
miles distant from Camp Allegheny. The Federals were repulsed and 
forced to retire to positions on Cheat Summit, some twelve miles 
away. The Confederates retired to Top of Allegheny, where they 
made preparations for winter camp. 

Several other troops reinforced the Confederates until they had 
■* total 'trength of approximately 1,200 men under the command 
ot Colood Edward Johnson, of the 12th Georgia infantry. Additional 
" • r* o ■ ’)< rned there were the 21st. 35th and 52nd Virginia, Hans- 
. ! Rcycr’s battalions. Lee’s and Miller’s batteries (eight 

pxsw) and a detachment of the Pittsylvania Cavalry.' 

.J** *£■1* ****** to fortify the hill top and build winter cabins 


J* 61 ' ( **»*'«l Mtltoy commanding |,750 
n,h Induna. 2Sth and 32nd Ohio Volunteers. 
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Tor of Allegheny 


. u>,t Virginia Volunteer!. Bracken's Cavalry and Rigby, Ar . 
>' ' "vccdcil tip 'i' 1 ' turnpike front Bartow to attack Camp Allc- 

. H.-fV . . .... In..t K,.,«n niithi-rml frrtrri n„i:_*_ F ^UlC- 


;,u .travrCkicil up me iun |>iM5 miack C amp Allc- 

uifrO P ., c troops hiul been gnthered from Bclington, Bcverlv 
d**' . mi., i lkwatcr and Cheat Mountain and were believed to 
^ njcn by thc cncm y ut the time of the battle. 3 


viiirov split his command and ordered Colonel Moody to take 
„ (hc - troops around thc left of thc cncmy and attack. Milrov 
same time was to attack on the nght. 

*\rral deserters from thc Confederate forces were leading Mil- 
.« mTops. but they encountered Confederate pickets who alerted 
S mvr defending thc hill and thwarted a surprise attack. Johnson 
t ooec called his troops together and from the commanding heights 
inured down a murderous fire upon the enemy. The battle swayed 
- \ and forth from early morning to mid-afternoon when the Fed- 
crab were forced to break off the engagement. 

Moody’s forces in the meantime had difficulty in getting to the 
<cne of battle and by the time they arrived Milroy’s command was 
back. He attacked anyway, but by now Johnson could bring 
ha *hok command to bear on the enemy and Moody’s troops were 
dmen from the field. 


Tbe Fcdcrals proceeded back down the turnpike to safety in 
ioiph County, carrying many of their wounded with them. 


Total casualties for thc Union forces were 20 killed, 107 wound- 
:d A'd !0 missing, and 20 killed, 96 wounded, and 28 missing on 
■jx < rJcderatc side. 4 Considering the length of battle (about seven 
izA thc number of men involved, the casualities were quite 


The Cffa d fra tes held thc area through thc winter, and left 
* April 2, 1W>2, for the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Most of 
v * --U: vat spent m reinforcing thc hill, building cabins and try- 
H * *»y warm 


y,, ‘- } wrote of the hardships encountered there due 

^ btjtrr cold and monotony of duty broken only oc- 

by w*mfmg parties, an alarm or a furlough. 

'* m %o 'Jbr wkvefit weather conditions this area was aban* 
u ,lrt: 4,5 * campfr«aiod During the remaining yean of the 

** * p4 ’ t:fa- ****** •*» passed by the place wrote of the rain, 
aa Aped and May. 

At s mug «g gn kjwfr . i oluocl Johnson was promoted to 
^ t *^*dahav M I® • vwsMigB scot to him by J P Beiji* 
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War Department, C.S.A. 
Richmond, December 23, 1861 


nw. report of the engagement of the 13th instant, in which your 
.. , Command met and repulsed a vastly superior force with a 

* wM . vidor worthy of the highest admiration, has been communi- 
'‘.Kv me to the President, and I rejoice to be made the medium 
c V ,,ri Inn nicating to you and to your officers and men the expression 
of ^" thanks and of the great gratification he has experienced at 

your success. 

‘ hnppv to add that the President readily and cheerfully assented 
suggestion that you should be promoted to the rank of briga- 
V\r emend as a mark of his approval of your conduct, and your 
.min ition will accordingly be this day sent in to the Congress, and 
rr /ate from the day o£ the battle * 

J. P. Benjamin 


This property should be preserved either by a private concern 
the State as a battlefield site and some limited recreational facili¬ 
ties and interpretative diagrams installed. There are many attractions 
in the area already that draw many people, such as the Cass Railroad, 
Green Bank Observatory, Spruce Knob, etc. and this could be a popu¬ 
lar attraction, if properly promoted. 


% Official Records. Scrici I, Vol. V, 464. 


